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TRENDS IN TOTAL MARINE FISH PRODUCTION IN INDIA-1979* 
The total marine fish production in India during 1979 
was estimated at 13,88,380 tonnes as against 14,03,607 
tonnes recorded during 1978, showing a marginal 
decrease of about 15,000 tonnes (1.08%). While 
Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Pondicherry, Ma-
harashtra, Andamans and Lakshadweep recorded com-
paratively higher landings. West Bengal (Contai coast), 
Kerala, Kamataka, Goa and Gujarat accounted lower 
landings. The statewise total marine fish landings in India 
during the years 1978 and 1979 are shown in Table-1. 
Table 1. Statewise total marine fish landings in India 
(in tonnes) during the years 1978 and 1979 
Si: 





















































TOTAL 13,88i380 14,03,607 
fPartial coverage of larger trawlers. 
Pelagic and demersal group of fishes 
The specieswise composition of total marine fish 
landings in India is shown in Table 2. The pelagic 
group of species comprises of Chirocentrus, oil sardine, 
other sardines, Hilsa ilisha, other Hilsa, anchovies and 
white baits, other clupeids, Harpodon nehereus, Hemirh-
amphus & Belone, flying fish, ribbon fish, carangids, 
mackerel, seerfish, tunnies, Sphyraena, Mugil and Breg-
maceros. The elasmobranchs, eels, catfishes, lizard fishes, 
perches, red mullets, polynemids, sciaenids, silver bellies, 
Lactarius, pomfrets, soles, prawns, lobsters and cepha-
lopods form the demersal group. The statewise 
* FraiWMd bytheFidioy Resources Assrasmmt Division. 
distribution of pelagic and demersal group of fishes is 
shown in Table 3 and Fig. 1. 
Table 3. Statewise distribution of pelagic and demersal 
group of fishes during 1979 (in tonnes) 
SI. 
No. State Pelagic Demersal Total 
1. West Bengal 6,419 4,325 10,744 
2. Orissa 23,133 28,675 51,808 
3. Andhra Pradesh 42,049 49.377 91,426 
4. Tamil Nadu 1,12.923 1,22,085 2,35,008 
.5. Pondicherry 5,795 4,273 10,068 
6. Kerala 2,28,272 1,02,237 3,30,509 
7. Kamataka 97,889 28.495 1,26,384 
8. Goa 15,830 9,558 25,388 
9. Maharashtra 1,07,224 1,86,102 2,93,326 
10. Gujarat 1,04,476 86,836 1,91,312 
11. Andamans 1,145 576 1,721 
12. Lakshadweep 3,198 648 3,846 
13. Private trawlers — 16,840 16,840 
TOTAL 7,48,353 6,40.027 13,88,380 
From Table 3, it is seen that Kerala accounted for 
the highest catch of pelagic fishes during 1979 followed 
by Tamilnadu. Maharashtra, Gwjarat and Kamataka 
in the order of abundance. Maharashtra contributed 
the highest catch of demersal fishes, Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala and Gujarat being other major states that 
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Fig. 1. Pelagic and demersal catch in different states during 1979 
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Saialda & Saurus 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































'Partial cov«^^ of larger trawlers. 
TaHe 4. Composition of marine fish landings in India during 1969 to 1979 (In tonnes) 





























































Sawrida & Saurus 























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TOTAL 9,13,630 10,85,607 11,61,389 9,80,049 12,20,240 12,17.797 14.22,693 13,52,855 12,59,782 14,03,607 13,88,380 
<«» 
Table 5. Composition of marine fish landings in West Bengal during 1976 to 1979 (Jn tonnes) 




























































Saurida & Saurus 








































































































































TOTAL 25,411 6,689 12,754 10,744 
All India marine fish production during 1969 to 1979 
Table 4 shows the all India total marine fish produ-
ction and its species composition for the 11 year 
period 1969 to 1979. The production figures show a 
steady increase from 1969 to 1971 and a fluctuating trend 
thereafter. The maximum and minimum landings 
were recorded durmg 1975 and 1969 respectively. The 
landings during 1979 formed about 98 % of the maximum 
recorded in 1975. The trends in marine fish produ-
ction in respect of various maritime states of India 
are shown in Tables 5 to 17. 
Statewise production 
West Bengal 
A decline of about 2,000 t in the total landings as 
compared to 1978 was noticed during 1979 (Table 1). 
This was mainly due to fall in the landings of sciaenids, 
prawns, Thrissocles aad ribbon fish by about 860, 700,500 
and 3901 respectively. The catch of pomfrets, Hilsa 
ilisha, other clupeids and seer fish, however, showed 
an increase of about 640,470,340 and 280 t respectively. 
Table 5 shows the species composition of marine fish 
landings in West Bengal during the period 1976 to 1979. 
Prior to 1976, separate estimates for West Bengal alone 
were not available as the estimates for West Bengal 
and Orissa were combined and the same for the years 
1969 to 1975 are shown in Table 6. 
Orissa 
The increasing trend in the total catch as noticed in 
1978 continued this year also, the increase during the 
year 1979 being about 12,000 t. Higher landings of 
pomfrets, Hilsa ilisha, seer fish and elasmobranchs 
were recorded, the increase being 4,400, 2,200, 1,400 
and 950 t respectively. Marginal decline in the catch 
of Anchoviella, other Hilsa and catfishes was also 
noticed during the year 1979. Table 7 shows the 
species composition of marine fish landings in Orissa 
during the period 1976 to 1979. 
Andhra Pradesh 
A notable feature observed during 1979 was the 
increase in the total landings after a steady decline from 
1974 to 1978 (Table 8). The increase in 1979 was 
about 9,300 t as compared to 1978. The species that 
contributed to this increase were sciaenids (3,2001), seer 
fish (2,9001), prawns (2,300 t), Thrissocles (1,6001) and 
Leiognathus (1,4001). However, the landings of 
Anchoviella, elasmobranchs and lesser sardines showed 
a decline. The specieswise composition of marine 
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Table 7. Composition of Marine fish landings in Orissa during 1976 to 1979 (in tonnes) 























































Saurida & Saurus 





































































































































































































TOTAL 29,823 15,072 39,670 51,808 
fish landings in Andhra Pradesh for the years 1969 to 
1979 are shown in Table 8. 
Tamil Nadu 
During 1979, a total catch of about 2.35 lakh t was 
observed, this being the highest so far recorded (Table 9), 
the increase in the total catch during the year being 
about 22,000 t as compared to 1978. This was mainly 
due to increase in the landings of silver bellies (12,7001), 
other sardines (12,200 t), sciaenids (4,7001), Caranx 
(3,9001), Anchoviella (3^6001), mackerel (2,100 t) and 
tunnies (2,000 t). The landings of ribbon fish during 
1979 showed a decrease of about 7,6001 and the catch of 
penaeid prawns declined by about 3,1001. Other crusta-
ceans, perches and elasmobranchs also recorded poor 
landings. Table 9 shows the species composition of 
marine fish landings in Tamil Nadu during 1969 to 1979. 
Pondicherry 
The total landings during 1979 increased by about 
3,2001 as compared to 1978. This was brought about 
by the increase in the catches of lesser sardines (8001), 
perches (500 t), Caranx (300 t), penaeid prawns (3001) 
and mackerel (2501). Some decline in the landings 
of Anchoviella and cat fishes was also noticed. The 
species composition of marine fish production in Pondi-
cherry for the years 1969 to 1979 is shown in Table 10. 
Kerala 
A decline of about 43,000 t in the total catch was 
observed during 1979 as compared to 1978. The 
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decline observed in 1979 was mainly due to the decrease 
in the landings of penaeid prawns (15,500 t), Ancho-
viella (14,600 t), sciaenids (7,800 t), mackerel (7,300 t) 
cephalopods (3,500t), oil sardine (3,0001), soles, (2,8001), 
and elasmobranchs (2,300 t). The substantial decline 
in the catch of penaeid prawns in Sakthikulangara 
during 1979 was mainly responsible for the overall 
decline in the landings of penaeid prawns in the state. 
An increase in the catch of tunnies (8,800 t), other 
crustaceans (5,5001), Caranx (5,100 t), lesser sardines 
(4,200 t) and catfish (2,2001), however, was noticed. 
Table 11 shows the species composition of marine fish 
landings in Kerala during the period 1969 to 1979. 
Kamataka 
branchs, pomfrets and sciaenids, decreased by about 
7,700, 6,600, 5,800, and 5,7001 respectively. There 
has been an increase in the landings of Bombay duck 
during 1979 by about 10,0001 as compared to last year. 
Table 15 shows the species composition of marine fish 
landing in Gujarat for the period 1969 to 1979. 
Andamans 
The total landings in Andamans increased margi-
nally. No large scale changes were seen in liie 
species composition of total catch during 1979 as 
compared to 1978. The species composition of total 
marine fish catch in Andamans for the years 1969 to 
1979 is shown in Table 16. 
A decline in the total catch to the tune of about 26,5001 
as compared to last year was noticed. This may be 
attributed largely to the decline in the landings of oil 
sardine and mackerel by about 13,600 t and 10,6001 
respectively. The landings of penaeid prawns also 
showed a decrease of about 3,8001. However, the 
catch of cat fishes showed an increase of about 7,100t. 
The specieswise composition of total marine fish 
landings in Kamataka State during 1969 to 1979 is 
shown in Table 12. 
Goa 
A minor fall of about 1,700 t in the total landings 
was observed during 1979. The catch of lesser sardines, 
sciaenids, perches and catfish decreased by about 
2,700, 1,800, 600 and 5001 respectively. Oil sardine and 
mackerel, however, improved by about 1,600 and 
1,0001 respectively. Table 13 gives the details of 
species composition of total fish landings during the 
years 1969 to 1979. 
Maharashtra 
During 1979, the total catch registered an increase of 
about 9,0001 as compared to 1978. The landings 
of non-penaeid prawns, penaeid prawns and sciaenids 
showed an increase of about 12,000, 4,500 and 4,200 t 
respectively. Bombay duck landings, however, 
decreased about 9,0001. The species composition 
of total marine fish landings in Maharashtra during 
1969 to 1979 is shown in Table 14. 
Lakshadweep 
An increase of about 1,1001 in the total catch was 
noticed during 1979 as compared to 1978. This was 
mainly due to increased landings of tunnies by about 
9001 and elasmobranchs by about 2001. Table 17 shows 
the species composition of total marine fish catch in 
Lakshadweep during 1969 to 1979. 
Major groups of fishes 
From Table 2 it is noticed that oil sardine accounted 
for 153,9711 forming about 11.09% of the total all 
India catch during 1979. The other major group of 
species in the order of abundance are Bombay duck 
(126,0441—9.08%) penaeid prawns (113,6651—8.19%), 
sciaenids (93,0181—6.70%), mackerel (71,5141—5.15%) 
ribbonfish (71,3491—5.14%), lesser sardines (68,3511— 
4.92%), non-penaeid prawns (63,917 t—4.60%), and 
silver bellies (55,4631—3.99 %). 
Oil Sardine 
The oil sardine catch during 1979 showed a decline 
of about 14,0001 as compared to 1978. This was due 
to reduced landings in the states of Kerala and Kamataka. 
The oil sardine landings during 1969 to 1979 showed 
wide fluctuation (Table 4 and Fig. 2). While the 
catch in 1970 was the highest recorded so far, the 
landings during 1974 were the lowest. The catch 
during 1979 formed about 68% of the highest catch 
recorded in 1970. 
Gujarat 
The total fish catch in Gujarat declined marginally 
by about 10,6001. The catch of other clupeids, elasmo-
Bombay duck 
The overall catch of Bombay duck remained more 
or less same as that of last year. An improvement in 
11 
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Table 16. Composition of marine fish landings in Andamans during 1969 to 1979 (In tomes) 
Si. No. Name of fish 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
18 21 22 18 33 27 48 72 90 89 88 
13 10 14 15 8 14 15 19 28 33 55 
8 12 11 13 5 18 35 33 38 40 45 
42 46 48 62 67 55 66 86 86 97 132 
1 1 6 11 5 7 13 28 25 31 42 
38 41 36 67 67 53 79 118 103 92 119 
16 6 9 12 5 18 9 — 11 18 33 
6 9 17 13 10 9 16 35 53 61 88 
75 74 79 87 103 114 157 142 196 234 239 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 4 _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 1 3 
44 56 64 87 106 81 108 125 134 133 134 
23 28 41 54 50 47 80 117 97 89 78 
4 5 10 7 6 11 14 30 30 25 29 
22 23 22 47 100 38 115 77 111 106 92 
32 51 46 75 91 63 85 93 119 127 138 
7 9 12 9 13 7 9 13 37 57 57 
8 13 18 18 13 26 25 49 76 80 95 
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10 12 12 28 28 39 45 38 64 
19 32 50 104 84 230 118 149 119 97 69 
TOTAL 412 500 569 780 854 920 1,104 1,334 1,532 1,579 1,721 
Table 17. Composition of marine fish landings in Lakshadweep during 1969 to 1979 (In tonnes) 
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TOTAL 1,193 1,165 1,190 1.080 1,853 2,232 2,931 2,572 2,215 2,780 3,846 
IM» 1970 l»7l 1972 1973 1974 1978 19761977 I97S 1979 
Fig, 2. Landings of oil sardine during 1969 to 1979. 
the catch to the tune of about 10,0001 noticed in Gujarat 
was offset by a decline of about the same extent in 
Maharashtra. Wide fluctuations in the total catch of 
Bombay duck were seen during 1969 to 1979 (Table 
4 and Fig. 3). The highest and the lowest catch was 
recorded in 1979 and 1972 respectively. 
Penaeid prawns 
A decUne to the extent of about 15,5001 was noticed 
in the total catch of penaeid prawns during 1979 as 
compared to 1978. While Kerala, Kamataka and 
Tamil Nadu showed decreased landings by about 
15,500, 3,800 and 3,100 t respectively, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa showed higher 
landings to the tune of about 4,500, 670, 670 and 
3801 respectively. Table 4 and Fig. 4 show year to year 
fluctuations from 1969 to 1979. While the minimum 
catch was seen in 1971, the maximum catch was recorded 
in 1975. The penaeid prawns catch in 1979 formed 
about 80% of the maximum catch recorded in 1975. 
Sciaenids 
The catch of sciaenids during 1979 showed a minor 
decline of about 3,000 t. While Kerala, Gujarat 
6 0 r 
100 
so 
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1969 BTO 1971 1972 1973 1974 197' <976 1977 1978 1979 
Fig. 4. Landings of penaeid prawns during 1969 to 1979. 
and Goa recorded reduced landings by about 8,000, 
6,000 and 2,0001 respectively, Tamil Nadu, Maha-
rashtra, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka accounted 
increased landings by about 4,700, 4,200, 3,200 and 
6001 respectively. The landings during 1969 to 1979 
showed wide fluctuations (Table 4 and Fig. 5). While 
in 1975 a maximum catch of 1,14,5351 was noticed, 
the minimum of 35,041 t was recorded in 1969. The 
catch in 1979 was about 81% of the maximum catch 






1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1979 1976 1977 1978 1979 
Fig. 5. Landings of sciaenids during 1969 to 1979. 
Mackerel 
The landings of mackerel during 1979 showed a 
decline of about 14,0001 as compared to 1978. This 
is mainly due to reduced landings in the States of Kar-
nataka and Kerala by about 10,6001 and 7,3001 res-
pectively. Tamil Nadu and Goa, however, recorded 
higher landings by about 2,0001 and 1,0001 respectively. 
From Table 4 and Fig. 6 it is seen that the landings of 
mackerel during 1969 to 1979 showed wide fluctuations. 
While a minimum of 37,4621 was observed in 1974, 
the maximum catch of 2,04,5751 was noticed in 1971. 
The landings in 1979 formed only 35% of the highest 






1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1979 076 1977 1978 1979 
Fig. 6. Landings of mackerel during 1969 to 1979. 
Ribbon fish 
The total catch of ribbon fish during 1979 showed 
a decline of about 6,4001 as compared to 1978. This 
was largely due to reduced landings to the extent of 
7,6001 in Tamil Nadu. In Kerala, however, the 
catch increased by about 1,5001. The catch of ribbon 







1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 t977 1978 1979 
Fig. 7. Landings of ribbon fish during 1969 to 1979. 
18 
(Table 4 and Fig. 7). The minimum and maximum 
catch of 26,9841 and 77,7851 was recorded in 1970 and 
1978 respectively. The landings during 1979 accounted 
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Fig. 8. Landings of lesser sardines during 1969 to 1979. 
Lesser sardines 
A significant increase of about 15,5001 in the total 
catch of lesser sardines was noticed during 1979 as 
compared to 1978. Higher landings in Tamil Nadu to 
the tune of about 12,0001 were mainly responsible for 
the improvement in the total catch. Kerala and Pon-










during 1969 to 1979 showed wide fluctuations (Table 4 
and Fig. 8). While the maximum catch of 1,12,1171 
was recorded during 1975, the minimum of 44,6291 was 
recorded in 1972. The catch recorded during 1979 
formed about 61% of the maximum catch observed 
in 1975. 
Non-penaeid prawns 
An increase of about 13,0001 in the landings of 
non-penaeid prawns was noticed during 1979 as com-
pared to 1978. Maharashtra contributed to this increase 
by about 12,0001. The landings during 1969 to 1979 
showed year to year fluctuations (Table 4 and Fig. 9). 
While a maximum catch of 85,4881 was recorded in 
1972, a minimum catch of 31,8341 was observed in 
1970. The landings in 1979 formed about 75% of the 
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Fig. 9. Landings of non-penaeid prawns during 1969 to 1979. 
1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1979 1976 1977 1978 1979 
Fig. 10. Landings of silver bellies during 1969 to 1979. 
Silver bellies 
The landings of silver bellies (Leiognathus and Gazza) 
showed an increase of about 14,0001 over that of 1978. 
This was brought about by a substantial increase in the 
landings in Tamil Nadu by about 12,7001. Table 4 
and Fig. 10 show the landings during 1969 to 1979 
showing wide fluctuations in the trend. The minimum 
of 32,3921 was recorded in 1972 and the maximum of 
55,463 t was obtained during the current year. 
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